CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows, cancel claims 43, 56, 66 and 68 without 
prejudice and introduce new claims 78-81 for consideration. 

1. (Currently amended) A method for graphically generating a search query for 
transmission to a remote information system comprising: 

transmitting a broadcast to a display device; 

receiving a command to pause the broadcas t from a remote device wherein the 
remote device has a display screen ; 

transmitting a still image frame to the display device and the remote device upon 
receiving the pause command; 

receiving telestrator data designating at least a portion of the still image frame 
and data identifying a us er wherein the telestrator data is generated frpm the user 
designatin g a selected region on the display screen of the rem ote device ; 

rece i ving data id e ntify i ng a user; 

generating [Ta]1 the search query comprising the telestrator data, the data 
identifying the user, and data identifying the still image frame; and 

transmitting the search query to [Tallthe remote information system. 

2. (Original) The method of claim l f further comprising displaying the telestrator 
data on the display device. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein the telestrator data is overlaid onto 
the still image frame displayed on the display device. 
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4. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the broadcast comprises a satellite 
broadcast or a cable broadcast. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the broadcast comprises a previously 
recorded broadcast stored on a storage device. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the still image frame comprises an 
image frame of the broadcast that was displayed at substantially the moment when the 
pause command was received. 

7. (Original) The method of claim l, wherein the still image frame comprises a 
predefined Image frame that corresponds to an image frame of the broadcast that was 
displayed at substantially the moment when the pause command was received. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the telestrator data designates an 
object of interest in the still image frame. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 8, wherein the telestrator data comprises lines 
and/or curves enclosing the object of interest within the still image frame. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 8, wherein the telestrator data comprises one or 
more pixels placed directly atop the object of interest within the still image frame. 

11. (Original) The method of claim 8, wherein the telestrator data comprises a 
scribble placed directly atop the object of interest within the still image frame. 
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12. (Onginal) The method of claim 8, wherein the object of interest is an object 
shown in the still image frame for which the user desires further information. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein transmitting the query to a remote 
information system is carried out over a telephone network. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein transmitting the query to a remote 
information system is carried out over a computer network. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 14, wherein the computer network comprises the 
Internet. 

16. (Onginal) The method of claim 1, wherein transmitting the query to a remote 
Information system is carried out over a wireless network. 

17. (Onginal) The method of claim 1, wherein the commands and the data are 
received in the form of wireless signals. 

18. (Original) The method of claim 17, wherein the wireless signals comprise 
infrared signals. 

19. (Original) The method of claim 17, wherein the wireless signals comprise 
Bluetooth signals. 
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20. (Original) The method of claim 17, wherein the wireless signals comprise 802.11 
signals. 

21. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the data identifying the still image 
frame comprises a frame number. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the data identifying the still image 
frame comprises a time value. 

23. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the data identifying the still image 
frame is found in the vertical blanking interval. 

24. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the data identifying the still image 
frame is found in the broadcast signal. 

25. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the data identifying the stall image 
frame includes a program identifier. 

26. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the display device comprises a 
television. 

27. (Currently amended) An apparatus for graphically generating a search query for 
transmission to a remote information system comprising: 

a processor; 

a memory; 
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a wireless communications system; 

a software application, physically stored in the memory, for generating a query, 
comprising instructions operable to cause the processor and the apparatus to: 

transmit a broadcast to a display device; 

receive a command to pause the broadcast from a remote device wherein 
the remote device has a display screen; 

transmit a still image frame to the display device and.the.remote.deyjce 
upon receiving the pause command; 

receive telestrator data designating at least a portion of the still image 
fra me and data identifying a user wherein the telestrator data is generated from 
the user designating a selected region on the display screen of the remote 
device ; 




generate [[ajj the search query comprising the telestrator data, the data 
identifying the user, and data identifying the stiil image frame; and 

transmit the search query to [[ajjthe remote information system. 

28. (Original) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the wireless communications 
system comprises an infrared communications system. 

29. (Original) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the wireless communications 
system comprises a Bluetooth communications system. 

30. (Original) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the wireless communications 
system comprises an 802.11 communications system. 
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31, (Onginal) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the software application further 
comprises instructions operable to cause the processor and the apparatus to display the 
teiestrator data on the display device, 

32, (Original) The apparatus of claim 31, wherein the teiestrator data is overlaid 
onto the still image frame displayed on the display device. 

33, (Onginal) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the stitl image frame comprises an 
image frame of the broadcast that was displayed at substantially the moment when the 
pause command was received. 

34, (Original) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the still image frame comprises a 
predefined image frame that corresponds to an image frame of the broadcast that was 
displayed at substantially the moment when the pause command was received. 

35, (Onginal) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the teiestrator data designates an 
object of interest in the still image frame. 

36, (Onginal) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein transmitting the query to a remote 
information system is carried out over a telephone network, a computer network, or a 
wireless network. 

37, (Onginal) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the commands and the data are 
received in the form of wireless signals. 
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38. (Onginal) The apparatus of claim 37, wherein the wireless signals comprise 
infrared signals, Bluetooth signals, or 802.11 signals. 

39. (Original) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the data identifying the stil! image 
frame includes a program identifier. 

40. (Currently amended) A computer program product, physically stored on a 
machine-readable medium, for graphically generating a search quer y for transmission 
to a remote information system, comprising instructions operable to cause a 
programmable processor to: 

transmit a broadcast to a display device; 

receive a command to pause the broadcast from a remote device wherein the 
remote device has a display screen; 

transmit a still image frame to the display device and the remote device upon 
receiving the pause command; 

receive telestrator data designating at feast a portion of the still image frame 
and data identifying a user wherein the telestrator data is generated from the user 
desjgoatjng.a.seiected..resio^ 
device ; 

rece i ve - data- i d e nt i fying - a ~usefr 

generate ffallthe search query comprising the telestrator data, the data 
identifying the user, and data identifying the stil! image frame; and 

transmit the search query to [[a]]the remote information system, 
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41. (Currently amended) A data processing system for graphically generating a 
search query for transmission to a remote information system, comprising: 

means for transmitting a broadcast to a display device; 

means for receiving a command to pause the broadcas t from a remote device 
wherein the remote device has a display screen : 

means for transmitting a still image frame to the display device and the remote 
device upon receiving the pause command; 

means for receiving telestrator data designating at least a portion of the stil! 
image frame and data identifying a user wherein the telestrator data is generated from 
theuseide^ 

means for receiving data-identifying a useff 

means for generating a query comprising the telestrator data, the data 
identifying the user, and data identifying the still image frame; and 

means for transmitting the search query to [[a]]the remote information system. 

42. (Currently amended) A method for graphically generating a search query for 
transmission to a remote information system comprising: 

transmitting a pause command to a receive r wherein the pause command results 
in a still image frame on a display device ; 

receiving still image data describing the still image frame; 

displaying a representation of the still image frame on a display screen based on 
the transmitted still image data; 

receiving user input comprising telestrator data designating a portion of a-stHI 
im ag e- fram ethe representation wherein the telestrator data is generated from a user 
designating a selected region on the display screen and wherein the telestrator data 
contains search parameter information to be used as a basis for the search query; 
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transmitting the telestrator data to the receiver; and 
transmitting data identifying the user to the receiver. 

43. (Canceled) 

44. (Original) The method of claim 42, wherein the still image frame comprises an 
image frame of a broadcast that was displayed by the receiver at substantially the 
moment when the pause command was transmitted. 

45. (Original) The method of claim 42, wherein the still image frame comprises a box 
having an aspect ratio that corresponds to an aspect ratio of a broadcast displayed by 
the receiver. 

46. (Original) The method of claim 42, wherein the telestrator data designates an 
object of interest in the stiii image frame. 

47. (Original) The method of claim 46, wherein the telestrator data comprises lines 
and/or curves enclosing the object of interest within the still image frame. 

48. (Original) The method of claim 46, wherein the telestrator data comprises one or 
more pixels placed directly atop the object of interest within the still image frame. 

49. (Original) The method of claim 46, wherein the telestrator data comprises a 
scribble placed directly atop the object of interest within the still image frame. 
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50. (Original) The method of claim 46, wherein the object of interest is an object 
shown in the still image frame for which the user desires further information. 

51. (Original) The method of claim 42, wherein the commands and the data are 
transmitted in the form of wireless signals. 

52. (Original) The method of claim 51, wherein the wireless signals comprise 
infrared signals. 

53. (Original) The method of claim 51, wherein the wireless signals comprise 
Bluetooth signals. 

54. (Original) The method of claim 51, wherein the wireless signals comprise 802.11 
signals. 

55. (Currently amended) An apparatus for graphically generating a search query for 
transmission to a remote information system comprising: 

a display screen; 

a user interface; 

a wireless communications system; 
a processor; 
a memory; and 

a client application, physically stored in the memory, for generating a query, 
comprising instructions operable to cause the processor and the apparatus to: 
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transmit a pause command to a receive r wherein the pause command 
results in a still image frame on a display device ; 

receive still image data describing the still image frame; 

display a representation of the still image frame on the display screen; 

receive user input comprising telestrator data designating a portion of a 
stilMffrage-fremethe representation wherein the telestrator data is generated 
from a user designating a selected region on the display screen and wherein the 
telestrator data contains search parameter information to be used as a basis for 
the.sea.rch..guery; 

transmit the telestrator data to the receiver; and 

transmit data identifying the user to the receiver. 

56. (Canceled) 

57. (Original) The apparatus of claim 55, wherein the still image frame comprises an 
image frame of a broadcast that was displayed by the receiver at substantially the 
moment when the pause command was transmitted, 

58. (Original) The apparatus of claim 55, wherein the still image frame comprises a 
box having an aspect ratio that corresponds to an aspect ratio of a broadcast displayed 
by the receiver. 

59. (Original) The apparatus of claim 55, wherein the telestrator data designates an 
object of interest in the still image frame. 
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60. (Original) The apparatus of claim 55, wherein the object of interest is an object 
shown in the still image frame for which the user desires further information. 

61. (Original) The apparatus of claim 55, wherein the commands and the data are 
transmitted in the form of wireless signals. 

62. (Original) The apparatus of claim 61, wherein the wireless signals comprise 
infrared signals. 

63. (Original) The apparatus of claim 61, wherein the wireless signals comprise 
Bluetooth signals. 

64. (Original) The apparatus of claim 61, wherein the wireless signals comprise 
802.11 signals. 

65. (Currently amended) A computer program product, physically stored on a 
machine-readable medium, for graphically generating a search quer y for transmission 
to remote information system , comprising instructions operable to cause a 
programmable processor to: 

transmit a pause command to a receiver wherein the pause command results in 
a still image frame on a first display device ; 

receive still image data describing the still image frame; 

display a representation of the still image frame on a display screen: 

receive user input comprising telestrator data designating a portion of a- still 
ff^age-fra-m ethe representation wherein the telestrator data is generated from a user 



Attny Dkt. No. 6555/53781 



13 



10/670,988 



designating a selected region on the display screen and wherein the teiestrator data 
contains search parameter information to be used as a basis for the search query; 

transmit the teiestrator data to the receiver; and 

transmit data identifying the user to the receiver, 

66. (Canceled) 

67. (Currently amended) A data processing system for graphically generating a 
search query for transmission to a remote information system, comprising: 

means for transmitting a pause command to a receiver wherein the pause 
command results in a still image frame on a display device; 

means for receiving still image data describ in g the still image frame; 

means for displaying a re presentation of the st lil image on a display screen of 
the data processing system; 

means for receiving user input comprising teiestrator data designating a portion 
of a stili image framc the representation wherein the teiestrator data is generated from 
a user designating a selected region on the dispiay screen and wherein the teiestrator 
data contains search parameter information to be used as a basis for the search query; 

means for transmitting the teiestrator data to the receiver; and 

means for transmitting data identifying the user to the receiver. 

68. (Canceled) 
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69. (Currently amended) A method for retrieving information,, about an object* 
utilizing a graphically generated search query transmitted from a remote location 
comprising: 

receiving [[aj]the search query comprising telestrator data, data identifying a 
user, data identifying a still image frame, and a program identifier wherein the 
telestrator data is generated from the user designating a selected region on a first 
display screen of a first device that displays a still image frame wherein the still image 
frame is also displayed on a second display screen of a second device ; 

identifying an object locator table associated with the program identifier; 

retrieving a portion of the object locator table based on the data identifying 
[[ajjthe still image frame; 

identifying objects of interest in the retrieved portion of the object locator table 
using the telestrator data; and 

providing information associated with the identified objects of interest to the 

user. 

70. (Original) The method of claim 69, wherein the program identifier is station 
identification information, channel identification information, or vertical blanking interval 
data. 

71. (Original) The method of claim 69, wherein the data identifying the still image 
frame is a frame number or a time value. 

72. (Original) The method of claim 69, wherein the object locator table comprises a 
relational database. 
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73. (Original) The method of claim 69, wherein the telestrator data comprises x, y 
positional parameters on the still image frame or x, y composite ratios relative to the 
image aspect of the still image frame. 

74. (Original) The method of claim 69, wherein providing information to the user 
comprises sending an e-mail to the user, providing the information on an Internet 
website for the user, or transmitting the information to a client device of the user. 

75. (Currently amended) An apparatus for retrieving information* about an object* 

apparatus comprising: 
a processor; 
a memory; 

a communications system; 

a software application, physically stored in the memory, for generating a query, 
comprising instructions operable to cause the processor and the apparatus to: 

receive [[a]] the search query comprising telestrator data, data identifying 
a user, data identifying a stili image frame, and a program identifier wherein the 
teiestrator.0^^ 

display screen of a first device that displays a still image frame wherein the still 
image frame is also displayed on a second display screen of a second device; 

identify an object locator table associated with the program identifier; 

retrieve a portion of the object locator table based on the data identifying 
ITa lithe still image frame; 

identify objects of interest in the retrieved portion of the object locator 
table using the telestrator data; and 
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provide information associated with the identified objects of interest to 
the user. 

76, (Currentiy amended) A computer program product, physically stored on a 
machine-readable medium, for retrieving information* about an object, utilizing a 
graphically generated search query transmitted from a remote location, comprising 
instructions operable to cause a programmable processor to: 

receive [[a]]the search query comprising telestrator data, data identifying a user, 
data identifying a still image frame, and a program identifier wherein the telestrator 
data is generated from the user designating a selected region on a display screen of a 
first device that displays a still image frame wherein the still image frame is also 
displayed on a second display screen of a second device ; 

identify an object locator table associated with the program identifier; 

retrieve a portion of the object locator table based on the data identifying 
[[a]]the still image frame; 

identify objects of interest in the retrieved portion of the object locator table 
using the telestrator data; and 

provide information associated with the identified objects of interest to the user. 

77. (Currently amended) A data processing system for retrieving information, about 
an object, utilizing a graphically generated search query transmitted from a remote 
location comprising: 

means for receiving [[a]] the search query comprising telestrator data, data 
identifying a user, data identifying a still image frame, and a program identifier wherein 
the telestrator data is generated from the user designating a selected region on a 
display screen of a first device that displays a still image frame wherein the still image 
frame is also displayed on a second display screen of a second device: 
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means for identifying an object locator table associated with the program 
identifier; 

means for retrieving a portion of the object locator tabie based on the data 
identifying [[a'jjthe still image frame; 

means for identifying objects of interest in the retrieved portion of the object 
locator table using the telestrator data; and 

means for providing information associated with the identified objects of interest 
to the user. 

78. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the remote information system is 
operative to provide one or more results to the search query. 

79. (New) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the remote information system is 
operative to provide one or more results to the search query. 

80. (New) The computer program product as recited in claim 40 wherein the remote 
information system is operative to provide one or more results to the search query. 

81. (New) The data processing system as recited in claim 41 wherein the remote 
information system is operative to provide one or more results to the search query. 
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